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From Hon. Vice Chancellor’s Desk
Namaskar

LEARN: EXPLORE: VISUALIZE

To foster student growth throughout their journey of acquiring knowledge, Gujarat
University aims to drive better learning outcomes. The students of the University are
initiated into the learning process, to explore and visualize their progress in the
chosen direction. Our mission is to foster student growth. We believe in the power of
each learner's unique potential and help them explore the manifold dimensions that
will enrich and enlighten them towards being not only a better citizen but shaping our
society and country with their zeal and enthusiasm for a shinning India. It is by work-
ing together that we can support and achieve greater learning. Helping future learning
needs of the students with innovations that drive superior outcomes.

New courses and upgradation of existing curricula are carefully created to inspire
students to take ownership of their academic achievement by sparking a love of learn-
ing that is reinforced through a rewarding, engaging, interactive experience. Gujarat
University has started different programs to motivate and improve student achieve-
ments. Whether a student is looking for more rigorous coursework to accelerate learn-
ing or to recover credits, our course suite helps them meet their personal academic
goals. In addition, our courses provide educators with real-time data and reporting so
they have insights needed to support each student. The future of learning is educators
and curricula working together. Our teachers support all students in a blended, hybrid,
or virtual classroom, and engage learners to inspire learning breakthroughs.

Towards New India with empowered youth.

Prof.Himanshu A Pandya
Vice Chancellor
Gujarat University



From Chief Editor’s Desk

Greetings

It is with profound pleasure, humility and anticipation that I welcome you
to Gujarat University Newsletter Vidyavrutt ( July to September, 2022).
Our mission is to display the campus’s creative side of GU. It is a noble ac-
ademic tradition of bringing out these issues four times in an year. This is
an authentic record of various activities with pictures and reports.Even a
cursory glance at contents is enough to show the progress of GU by leaps
and bounds in not only academic but extracurricular activities.

Thank you all our contributors and readers for your updates and well
wishes. GU continues to excel in pursuit of knowledge and excellence
My editorial board joins me in wishing all of you a happy Diwali and New
Year.

Best Wishes

Meenu Saraf

“Education is the passport to the future, for tomorrow belongs to those who

prepare for it today.” —Malcolm X
&f__._..,

Prof.Meenu Saraf
Chief Editor



MSME Conclave

Dr Jaimin Vasa MSME Chair, estab-
lished under GUSEC by Gujarat Univer-
sity organised “MSME Conclave” which
had the presence of the Hon'ble Minister
of State for Industries, Gujarat, Shri Jag-
dish Vishwakarma & Secretary, MSME
Ministry, Govt. of India, Shri B.B.
Swain, IAS at GUSEC who interacted

September 3, 2022

with innovators of GUSEC & AIC
GUSEC.

VSCIC Immersion visits

The VSCIC Immersion Program aims to
sensitise school children to the broad vision

basics of design thinking and problem-solv-
ing.
Between June 15 and August 1, over 808

children from 17 schools across Ahmedabad |

have made a trip to the VSCIC and learned
about innovation and design thinking.

Validate your Idea to Prototype

August 05, 2022

The session covered the basics of starting up
and how to start a startup while studying.
The audience consisted of college students
and the speakers shared their journey from
finding and validating a problem to a suc-
cessful deployment of their product in the
market. GUSEC & AIC GUSEC startup
founders Lajja Brahmbhatt (Founder, Neera
Naturals) and Vraj Shah (Founder,
SAVAAR-E) addressed the audience.



World Environment Day
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Plantatlon DI'IVE by DPFG at GU Carrlpus""

Department Of Public Policy and Governance, B.K. School of Professional and Man-
agement Studies. on World Environment Day along with The Udaan Cell planted over
200+ plant sapling all over the Gujarat University campus, specifically at BK School of
Professional and Management Studies, KS School of Business Management and Infor-
mation Technology, Department of Statistics, Department of Zoology, Department of
School of Emerging Science, Indic Studies, Department of Physical Education, Depart-
ment of Botany, Department of Live Science and Food Science and GUSEC.

The committee consisted of over 18 students along with faculties of department and
HOD Dr. Nilam Panchal who took the initiative to make this world a better place to live
in and which encourages us to do the same.

Mentoring of Startups by MSME Chair

GUSEC & AIC GUSEC
startups working in the
healthcare sector met with
the members of the Dr
Jaimin Vasa MSME Chair at
Gujarat  University  who
counselled them through the
obstacles they were facing
and discussed how the
MSME & relevant industry
stakeholders can support
startups in commercialising
their innovations.




Visit of UK Vice-Chancellors

Gujarat University & GUSEC hosted Vice-Chancellors
from notable universities in the UK to explore collabora-
tive opportunities in the areas of innovation, entrepreneur-
ship, technology incubation, & co-creation of startup eco-
systems.

June 10, 2022

How to Apply for Shark Tank India

Shark Tank India Season 1 Finalists
Rutvij Dasadia (Founder, Booz Scoot-
ers) & Chetan Kanani (Co-founder,
Alpino Health Foods) gathered at
1 GUSEC with entrepreneurs & startup
enthusiasts to share their stories, experi-
ences, do's and don'ts of the show. The
session was hosted keeping in mind the
opening of applications for Season 2 of
the show.

How to raise Funding for Startups

Startups, students and innovation enthusiasts gath-
ered at GUSEC for an informative session on Grants
& Investments. The session was chaired by Ketan
Jajal, Founder & CEO, Jajal Medicals and Sriram
Nair, Founder, Terra Food Co, both startups incubat- e —
ed at AIC GUSEC & GUSEC respectively. The RN eoe ot
founders shared their experiences with fundraising e —
and their entrepreneurial journeys.

AIC RISE

AIC GUSEC launched the RISE pre-incubation program cohort in association with
Wadhwani Foundation.

The 14-week-long program will help entrepreneurs and innovators at the MVP and
Pre-MVP stage to get the best of coaching and mentoring along with other benefits.
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REPORT ON THE VISIT TO THE GUJARAT UNIVERSITY
LIBRARY

Wadllses  icas T o ol OV EERE

The Department of Psychology, Gujarat University organized a visit to the Gujarat Univer-
sity Library for the newly admitted students (Semester 1) of Masters’ Programme on 5th
August 2022. A total of 35 students attended the library visit, which proved very informa-
tive and useful for the students. The visit provided vital information relating to various
amenities provided including the reading room, stake areas, reference sections and rare
books, manuscripts etc. that will help the students acquire conceptual knowledge and un-
derstanding from books and materials beyond their textbook materials. In addition to this,
the students received details regarding how to become a member of the library, how to
issue or return any book using the Radio Frequency (RF) technology. The students were
inspired by the large collection of books and materials, dating back hundreds of years
even, in addition to the history of Gujarat University Library being one of the largest Uni-
versity Library System across the state, playing an important role in the acquisition and
dissemination of academic and research information.

Yoga and Meditation Program for Stress Management

] The Department of Psychology, Gujarat University, organized an
] awareness program on Yoga and Meditation for Stress Manage-
ment on 6th August 2022 at the premises. The program was orga-
nized for the Post-graduate students (Semester 1 and Semester 3)
1] and staff of the Department of Psychology, Gujarat University.
s Ms. Shruti Tiwari, who is a licensed yoga practitioner for more
&< than three years, headed the program, which was attended by
more than 40 students and staff members. The program began
] with a lively explanation on the physical and psychological ben-
efits of yoga on one’s day-to-day lives. The explanatory session
was followed by the conduction of various yoga techniques in-
cluding Sukshma Vyayam, Asanas, and Pranayama, including
4 others. The program was well received by all the students who
i1 participated with enthusiasm, throughout the course of the pro-
gram. The program served the importance of holding Yoga and
Meditation programs on a regular basis at every educationa level.
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Interactive Seminar on Managing Personal Finance

Prof. Archana Mankad, Chairperson-WDC formally wel-
comed everyone. Prof Himanshu Pandya, Honorable Vice
Chancellor, Gujarat University set the mood of the seminar
with his motivational address.

He emphasized on understanding finance in a holistic perspective. Every rupee spent cre-
ates a ripple effect which we need to manage. Sir very rightly pointed out that the solutions
to finances have to be different for different individuals. The distinguished speaker, Dr.
Pervin Gandhi, CA had proudly completed her Ph.D. under the guidance of Prof. Bharati
Pathak, Chairperson-ICC. Her presentation began with an unusual fact that an unimag-
inable amount is lying unclaimed in the banks just because we fail to nominate our loved
ones on financial documents. The FIRE: Financial Independence and Retire Early has been
the magic motto of most of us but how many of us work towards realizing it. It is more im-
portant to practice and advocate financial freedom.

There is urgent need to understand how money grows by comprehending the active in-
comes and the passive incomes. It is also absolutely essential to begin retirement planning
immediately and keep in mind the significance of compounding while planning the financ-
es and the savings. The session generated a lot of enthusiasm and participants interacted
with Dr. Pervin and got solutions to their queries. Dr. Jyoti Pareek warmly delivered the
Formal Vote of Thanks.
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OUTSTANDING WOMEN PGPR RESEARCHER AWARD 2022

Professor Meenu
Saraf, Director School
Of Sciences , Head,
Department of Micro-
biology and Biotech-
nology was awarded
the OUTSTANDING
WOMEN PGPR RE-
SEARCHER AWARD
2022 from the Asian
PGPR Society for sus- &
tainable Agriculture .
She also presented a Lead Lecture on “Exemplifying the role of diazotrophs in enhanc-
ing plant growth traits highlighting their role in precision agriculture” at the 7th National
Conference on “PGPR For Sustainable and Organic Agriculture” Organized in collabora-
tion with Loyola Academy, Alwal, Secunderabad. & Prathista Group of Industries, Hy-
derabad, India Chapter of Asian PGPR Society & Osmania University in association with
Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) & Indian Phytopathological Society
(IPS) held on 5-6th September, 2022.

Felicitation Children & Women Innovators and interacted with
startups of GUSEC & AIC GUSEC

It was a pleasure hosting Hon'ble CM Bhupendra Patel
(Gujarat CM) & Hon'ble Cabinet Minister Jitu Vaghani
along with Shri SJ Haider IAS, Principal Secretary
(Higher & Technical Education), Govt of Gujarat,
today at Gujarat University where they met and felici-
tated Children & Women Innovators and interacted
with startups of GUSEC & AIC GUSEC




Department of Botany, Bioinformatics & Climate Change
Impacts Management

GUJARAT UNIVERSITY BOTANICALS SOCIETY (GUBS), Department of Botany,
Bioinformatics & Climate Change Impacts Management organized GUBS GARBA on
Friday, 30th September,2022; 12 noon onwards. The members participated enthusiastically
in the annual festival with a lot of gusto. There were competitions for the best arti thali, best
prasad, best toran, best dance, best costume and best group. The Ph D scholar in Climate
Change Impacts Management from Ivory Coast, Ms. Soro also joined the celebrations.

TEACHER’S DAY CELEBRATION

The Department of Psychology, Gujarat University cel-
ebrated Teacher’s Day on 5th September 2022 at the
premises, in remembrance of Dr. Sarvepalli Rad-
hakrishnan’s birthday. The students of Master of Arts
(MA) Semester I and III, Post Graduate Diploma in
Counselling Psychology (PGDCP) and the Ph.D. Re-
search Scholars jointly attended the celebration. The
celebration began with an inspiring speech by Dr. Ka-
mayani Mathur, Director, Professor and Head of De-
partment, Department of Psychology, Gujarat Universi-
ty. The students were inspired by ma’am’s message on
how to become a good citizen and the importance of
teachers in one’s life. The speech was followed by a
documentary on the history of celebrating Teacher’s
Day and on the life of Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan.
The students basked in the glory of the life of Dr. Sarve-
palli Radhakrishnan and took important lessons from
the various facets of his life.




VISIT TO THE BM INSTITUTE OF MENTAL HEALTH

Wiilso s - z61ss
W B2, 033, b0

The Department of Psychology, Gujarat University, organized a two-day educational visit
to the B M Institute of Mental Health, Ellisbridge, Ahmedabad, on 23rd and 24th August
2022. A total of 136 students, from Master of Arts (MA) Semester I and I1I and Post-Grad-
uate Diploma in Counselling and Psychotherapy (PGDCP), jointly attended the educational
visit. The visit proved informative and enlightening for all the students wherein they gath-
ered immense amount of knowledge about the various functioning and programs and activ-
ities offered at the institute. A lecture session was organized for all the students providing
awareness relating to disability including the RPWD Act, 2016 and the various types of dis-
abilities, among other concepts. In addition, the students visited the Sharda School, where-
in differently abled children and adults are offered regular lectures at a pre primary, primary
and other levels of education. The students felt inspired by how the differently abled chil-
dren are trained to create handicraft products like diyas and files, among others, which are
sold commercially and receives incentives for their efforts, in return. The students were
able to gather a lot of insight and understanding towards many concepts and issues pressed
forward in the society, related to disabilities

Inter department Rangoli,Mehendi and elocution competition

|
| |
* s -
~ .. -
¥ . L
A

u GPS Map Camera

Inter department Rangoli,Mehendi and elocution competitions were organised at school of
social sciences on 1-9-22.Dr Sangeeta patel,sociology department and Dr Harpal Rana,His-
tory department coordinated all events.Dr Preeti Maiyani,Professor HRDC and Dr Dyuti
Yajnik graciously judged the events .Heads and faculty members of school of social sciences
encouraged students to participate in the events.



VISIT TO THE NATIONAL FORENSIC SCIENCES
UNIVERSITY (NFSU), GANDHINAGAR

NATIONAL FORENSIC SCIENCES UNIVERSITY
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The Department of Psychology, Gujarat University, organized a one-day educational visit
for the students of Master of Arts (MA) (Semester I and [11) and Post-Graduate Diploma in
Counselling and Psychotherapy (PGDCP) to the National Forensic Sciences University
(NFSU), Gandhinagar, on 2nd September 2022. A total of 145 students attended the educa-
tion. The Students were excited by the grandeur and the range of laboratories and state of the
art technologies optimized at the University, for various crime analysis and its prevention.
The educational visit began with a captivating lecture on the importance of the concept of
forensic psychology and how the field of psychology and law works cooperatively in mat-
ters of legal issues. The lecture session informed the students on the various technologies
and techniques utilized in various crime situations and the premise behind using them. The
lecture session was followed by exploring the various laboratories including the visits to the
Ballistics Research and Testing Range, Center of Excellence in Cyber Security, Center of
Excellence for Research and Analysis of Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances,
among others. The educators explained all the systems and technologies used in the field of
research, which was well discussed with all the students with question-answer sessions and
demonstrations, which proved fruitful for all the students in understanding the forensic
aspect of the field of Psychology and its applications.

TEACHER’S DAY celebrated in a novel way

20 % Department of Botany, Bioinformatics & Climate Change Im-

: "—“-,' 8| pacts Management celebrated TEACHER’S DAY in a novel way
i q gﬁ on Monday, 5th September 2022. All members of GUJARAT
LLGE L UNIVERSITY BOTANICALS SOCIETY (GUBS) contributed
their views by sharing what they have learnt from people, places,
situations, environment etc as a short message on The GUBS
WALL. The title of the wall was I have learnt that...The activity
witnessed enthusiastic participation by all students, scholars and
faculty. Prof. Hitesh Solanki, Professor -in-charge, GUBS, moti-
vated the group. Prof. Bharat Maitreya Dr. Nainesh Modi and Dr.
Saumya Patel joined the group and appreciated the wall posts.




National Webinar on POLYHERBAL FORMULATIONS
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Department of Botany, Bioinformatics & Climate Change Impacts Management

Gujarat University Botanicals Society (GUBS) organized a National Webinar on POLY-
HERBAL FORMULATIONS on Friday, 23rd September 2022 at 12 noon

Dr. P.M.Patel, Registrar, Gujarat University was Invited as the Distinguished Resource
Person. The session started offline at the Auditorium, Department of Botany, Bioinformatics
& Climate Change Impacts Management and was live streamed on Gujarat University FB
and Youtube.

Welcoming the participants, Dr. Archana Mankad, Professor & Head, Patron-GUBS, em-
phasised on the need to understand quality control mechanisms in polyherbal formulations.
Plants are in fact storehouse of magical phytochemicals that have amazing properties. The
pandemic has generated a lot of awareness of medicinal plants and focus on health. Herbal
formulations and poly herbal formulations have a lot of significance in our lives.

Cycle Rally to celebrate the OZONE DAY

MANAGEMENT

WedNature & Gujarat University Botanicals Society (GUBS) organized a Cycle Rally to
celebrate the OZONE DAY on Friday, 16th September 2022. The International day for
Preservation of the Ozone layer 2022 is celebrated to strengthen our conviction towards our
environment. The rally was flagged off by Prof. Dr. Meenu Saraf, Director, School of Sci-
ence, Gujarat University, Prof. Dr. Archana Mankad, Dr. Nainesh Modi, Professor - in -
Charge, Center of Excellence in Climate Change, Gujarat University and Prof. Dr. Bharat
Maitreya and Dr. Saumya Patel. The members joined enthusiastically to generate aware-
ness on lessons we learn from a humble CYCLE and how its effective use can help us
combat climate change.



Inauguration of Gujarat University Botanical Society

n [Department of Botany, Bioinfor-
fmatics & Climate Change Impacts
Management.
The Inauguration of Gujarat Univer-
sity Botanical Society was held on
Friday, 2nd September 2022.1t marks
the beginning of the activities of
GUBS. Honourable Vice Chancellor, Gujarat University, Prof. Himanshu Pandya was busy
but conveyed his blessings for the GUBS events for the year 2022-23. All faculty members
were present along with many invited guests. The programme started with a recap of last
year’s events in the form of a video show. Dr. Hitesh Solanki as Professor- In- Charge wel-
comed all and gave a quick overview of GUBS activities. Prof. Linz-Buoy George, Chief
guest for the function coronated the Office Bearers with badges. Prof. George addressed the
students and motivated them to understand the subject while learning. He extended all help
and guidance to all research scholars. The incoming new students were also welcomed. The
programme ended with Vote of Thanks by Secretary GUBS, Ms. Meesha Prajapati. The
Master of Ceremonies was Ms. Minal Patel from Botany Sem IlI. Everyone enjoyed piping
hot Chole Kulcha and cold chaas. The informal introduction followed with creative games
and ice breaking session planned for the freshers by the seniors.

Gujarat University Camera Club and Institute of New Age Media
(INAM)

Gujarat University Camera Club and Institute of New Age Media (I NAM) organized a
Masterclass on Photography on Thursday, 28th September, 2022 at the Botany Auditori-
um, Department of Botany, Bioinformatics & Climate Change Impacts Management. Shri
Ketan Modi an expert in Photography was the Distinguished resource person for the Mas-
terclass.



International Microorganism Day

The Department of Microbiology and Biotechnology, cel-
ebrates International Microorganisms Day on 17th Sep-
tember every year with invited alumni and students of De-
partment. On this special day, interactive sessions and dis-
cussion are organised on various aspects of Microbial Bio-
technology. The International Microorganisms Day was
celebrated this year too with great enthusiasm. Dr.
= Bhairaviben Joshi (Retr.Ex-Head, Department of Micro-
dr Bl | biology, R.G. shah college, Vasna) and Ms. Saima Shaikh
*_1 (Assistant Manager at Ishaan Bio private limited (2018
Il | batch)] were invited guests on this special day. An exclu-
© | sive first lecture was given by Ms. Saima Shaikh on role e
of microbiology in pharmaceutical industries.

Second interactive session was given by Dr. Bhairaviben Joshi on academic curriculum of
Microbiology subject and shared her valuable personal academic experience in the subject,
also she announced that she would give gold medal to student having 1st rank in Microbi-
ology subject every year, moreover she gifted one microscope with camera attachment to
department as a part of her contribution in area of microbiological research. At last, a vale-
dictory session was organized, and celebration was ended with great joy.
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Faculty Development Program

DEPARTMENT OF

FRCULTY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

A Seven-Day Faculty Development Program (FDP) on “Strengthening Experimental Mi-
crobiology for Undergraduate Study” was successfully organised by Department of Micro-
biology and Biotechnology, from 20th July to 26th July. The FDP program was conducted
on hybrid mode with the fundamental objective is to bridge the gap in quality learning,
strengthening experimental microbiology for undergraduates by adopting creative teaching
approaches. More than 35 faculty members registered for the program.

Invited Talk on E - Flora: Challenges of Digitalization.

- = Gujarat University Botanicals Society (GUBS) & Gujarat
1 o v soancas s s 57| University Learned Alumni of Botany (GULAB) orga-
nized an Invited Talk on E — Flora: Challenges of Digitali-
zation. Dr. Maulik Gadani from Department of Biology at
St Xavier’s College, Gujarat University, and Dr. Goral Jani
from Department of Biology at Government Arts and Sci-
ence College, Gujarat University were the distinguished
alumni invited for the online talk on Tuesday, 27th Septem-
ber 2022 at 12 noon in the series of Online Invited Talks by
Our distinguished Alumni live on Gujarat University FB
and Youtube. Prof. Dr. Archana Mankad welcomed the
guests formally.
The session was very informative and exciting. Flora is not
— ] new for botanists but the challenges faced while compiling
the same as e flora was very exciting. Dr. Maulik and Dr.
-] Goral presented the journey of making the e flora with very
creative presentation.
Prof. Dr. Hitesh Solanki presented the formal vote of
Thanks. Ms. Aanal Maitreya anchored the event well. The
Invited Talk was coordinated by the faculty members in the
department, Prof. Dr. Bharat Maitreya, Dr. Nainesh Modi,
4 Dr. Saumya PatelAll participants received e- certificates.




Teachers day (Sth September) celebration ‘Agar Art Compitition’

Teachers day (5th September) was celebrated by organising
different activities in the Department of Microbiology and
biotechnology, University School of Sciences. An introduc-
tory film on Biotechnology was shown to the students of the
Department. 'Gururvandan' was done in the form of a small
skit, speech and traditional dance by the students. A very dif-
ferent 'Agar Art' (drawing by using pigmented bacteria)
competition was organized for students of the School of Sci-
ences. Total 48 students have participated enthusiastically in
this competition.
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Women in Startup program (Shetales)

GUSEC Shetales are sessions that allow women
ENTAEPRENEURSH: P COUNCIL (GUSEC) : innovators to share their entrepreneurial jour-
neys. This time, GUSEC & AIC GUSEC invited
Trishala Punjabi (Founder, Medguru), Nikita
Lalwani (Founder, Crooze) and Shimoli Pandya
(Founder, Nudgepop) to share their startup jour-
neys. Shimoli says, "As women entrepreneurs, it
is important to put ourselves out there consistent-
ly and share what we are doing, even if it is a
work in progress".

August 02, 2022

Ideas have Value

Organised by AIC GUSEC, the
Ideas have Value session was a
workshop to help existing and
aspiring entrepreneurs choose a
startup idea. The aim of the
workshop was to help the audi-
ence understand entrepreneur-
ship basics and convert potential
innovations into startups.

September 20, 2022

Digital India Week 2022

GUSEC was felicitated for being se-
lected as one of the partners in the
country under the SAMRIDH Accel-
eration Scheme of Govt of India
during the National Startup Confer-
ence organised as part of the Digital
India Week at Mahatma Mandir.
Through this scheme,

July 5, 2022

GUSEC will be able to assist startups in the Electronics and IT sector for acceleration
support of the Ministry of Electronics and IT. Furthermore, three startups incubated at
GUSEC have also been selected for Scale-Up Funding of up to Rs. 40 lakhs each by
Govt of India.
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