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Prof. (Dr.) H. A. Pandya
Vice-Chancellor

Message

| am pleased to share the latest Newsletter of Gujarat
University, Vidyavrutt which reflects the significant progress and
achievements of our University.

Season’s Greetings and best wishes for the New Year to you

and your family.

A

Dr. H. A. Pandya
Vice Chancellor
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From The Editors Desk

Choking India

Growing atmospheric pollution is playing havoc in
our everyday life. This time, it was Delhi which faced
the menance of air pollution, smog, difficulty in
breathing, fog also leading to delay in all forms
transport- air, road or rail, but this could well spread to
other across the nation.

Pollution is caused by prevalence of bad or
black air choking us, our systems and causing all the
ailments we are afflicted with Where did our good
clean air go, or how did this particulate heavy, carbon
laden air come? It will not be far, that we will have
special air dispensing kiosks so people could queue
up to fill up their lungs with strictly rationed air. We have
to rectify this. Change our habits. Stop misusing
nature. We must endure short term pain for long term
gain.

Itis time we took stock of our natural resources
and learnt how to protect them, so that we get to
breathe easily every day.

“The Value of achievement lies in the
achieving”
- Albert Einstein



October to December -2017 Vldyaert 3

University-Level National Service Scheme Award (2016-17)

Honourable Vice Chancellor Prof (Dr.) Himanshu Pandya and NSS Coordinator Dr. Natwarlal P Verma
are receiving Award by Hon'ble Shri President Ram Nath Kovindji for University-level National Service
Scheme Award (2016-17).




4 Vidyavrut

October to December -2017

Department of Botany, Bioinformatics & Climate Change Impacts
Management

(1* September, 2017)

The students of M Sc. Horticulture Science
and Garden Management visited the Agriasia fair
during 1-37d September 2017 on Agriculture
technology held at Mahatma Mandir, Gandhinagar.
It was one of the leading International Agricultural
events and aims at showcasing international
agricultural technologies. An exhibition that attracts
not only Government officials from various allied
ministries but also decision makers, trainers,
practitioners, researchers, students and public
from all over the globe. Companies and
Organizations participated with their products or
services for awareness and outreach to relevant
groups. The thrust had been on agroecology,
machinery, processing of agricultural produce,
fertilizers and chemicals, floriculture, green house,
irrigation technologies, livestock and dairy farming,
plasticulture, post-harvest treatment, renewable
energy, marketing and export, nurseries, seed
companies, turnkey projects, rural development,
plant propagation materials and methods, transfer
of technology, hardware and software etc. it was
interesting to note a few promising exhibits e.g.,
seedless lemons by Dr. Hitendra Patel from Baltaru

Nursery, Astral pipes with heat sensors, Jaiyo India
with their unique irrigation technology, Yuksel seeds
for their cucumber seed varieties, Mechlec
company for their solar pest killer and electric pest
killer, DSST for solutions related to waterlogging
and drainage, Param green houses for various
green nets etc, Agriplast for various related
products. The students of Horticulture Science and
Garden management benefitted by this visit as it
gave them an overview of the magnanimity of the
industry - its requirements, challenges and
opportunities.

The students of Horticulture Science and
Garden Management also visited Serenity Library,
Baltaru Nursery, Madhuvan Nursery, Aranya garden,
Ayurved Garden as part of their learning. The
objective of these visits was to showcase the
requirements of learning specific skills in handling
plants for successful gardens and landscapes. All
the chosen nurseries and gardens are excellent
and provide adequate learning experience to the
students.

Q

Department Of Botany, Bioinformatics & Climate Change Impacts
Management

(5" October,2017)

Satpura forest range

The staff and M Sc Botany Sem Il students of
the department went to Pachmarhi ( M.P.) and

Forest area visit

Satpura forest range area for a Botanical
Excursion during from 05th — 11th October,
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2017.Botanical excursion is highly essential for
studying vegetation and its pattern in natural
condition .. It gives knowledge about forest
vegetation pattern and distribution of habits in
different habitat .Prof. Dr. Bharat Maitreya and Dr.
Nainesh R. Modi accompanied the students.

Pachmarhi is a hill station in Madhya Pradesh
state ,situated at a height of 1067 metre and known
as Satpura ki Rani.The town is not very large and
most of its area is under Cantonment Board. ltis a
popular tourist retreat. Pachmarhi and surrounding
forest areas have rich and rare flora- fauna. Itis a
biosphere reserve. There are some beautiful
waterfalls which support a rich diversity of
cryptogams and phanerogames. Pachmarhi is
connected through rail —nearest railway station
being Pipariya and road.

Pachmarhi and surrounding satpura forest
range area is known for its Natural water falls
namely Rajat prapat, Bee fall, Duchess fall, Apsara
vihar falls,down falls and little falls. It is also known
for religious places like, Chhota mahadev, Bada
mahadev, Jatashankar, Chauragadh, Gupt
mahadev, Dhoot akhilesh , Pandav caves. In
addition there are many natural picturesque places
like Dhoopgadh, Reechhgadh, green valley,
Handikho, Badi zeel ,lovers point etc.

Botanical study tour was arranged for
the study of vegetation in forest area of Pachmarhi
and surrounding satpura forest range. The students

had a comfortable journey and accommodation.
The students visited the various forest area with
official permission. The help of local plant identifiers
and forest guide was very timely and much needed.
All the students spent a lot of time at various
waterfalls and forest area studying the lower plants
in their natural habitat. Due to Forest department
restrictions the collection of plant material from
the forestis banned, so the rich diversity of plants
was only studies on the spot and photography
was done.

Pachmrdhi forest area have rich diversity of
Bryophytes,Pteridopytes and Angiosperms. The
observed species of bryophytes are: Targionia,
Riccardia, Notothylus, Plagiochasm, Fimbriaria,
Polytricum etc. in their natural condition nearby
waterfalls and water bodies.
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Department Of Botany, Bioinformatics & Climate Change Impacts
Management

(9th October,2017)

The students and staff of the department
visited the Dantiwada Agricultural University for a
study tour from 9-10 October 2017. The group was
led by Dr. Saumya Patel, Assistant Professor, Ms.
Drishti Bhatt & Dr. Manisha Pandey. They reached
Dantiwada in the morning by bus.

A quick introduction was followed by the first
lecture on Biotechnological aspects to improve
crops and plants in plant breeding. The Professor
of Biotechnology Department took the first lecture
about how we can improve the crops and plants
using Biotechnology and Plant Breeding methods.
He explained the importance of Plant Breeding and
why is it necessary for the humans. To get high
yield and quality products, plant breeding is done.
He described the plants used for plant breeding.
Many ongoing researches are undertaken on castor,
pomegranates, banana, and potato using plant
tissue culture for improving plant’s yield and it's
resistance from insects, pests and weeds.This was

Biotechnology Laboratot'y

,—'-\

followed by a visit to the Biotechnology laboratory
where the students were shown various
equipments used in the experiments like centrifuge,
spectrophotometer, PCR, RT-PCR, electroporation
unit, leaf area meter equipment, Plant Tissue culture
facility. The visit to the Botanical garden, net house
etc was very informative. Another lecture on GC-
MS and soil testing was delivered by the
distinguished faculty. The lectures were truly
informative.

The Botanical garden had wide variety of
plants. The botanical garden was divided into parts
according to the types of plants grown there:

e Trees section

e Herbs and shrubs section

e Climbers

e Plantation crops

There were total 180 different species of plants.

a
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Felicitation of our Colleagues Who Retired from Service

(27th October, 2017)
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Invited Lecture

(1St November,2017)

Prof. Meenu Saraf attended and delivered a invited talk on “Microbial communities in rhizosphere and
their, role in biofortification of pulses” at the ISMPP International Conference on “ Plant Health for human
welfare held at the Department of Botany, University of Rajasthan, Jaipur from 1st to 4th November,2017.

Prof.Meenu Saraf being felicitated by Prof. K.P.Agarwal, University of
Rajasthan, Dr. Myke Robert, Lancaster University, UK and Dr. Harbans
Bariana, University of Sydney,Australia.

Ph.D Degree Awarded

Heartily congratulations to Ms. Stuti B. Patel on successfully
completing Doctorate Degree in Microbiology subject. She has
done Ph.D. on the topic “Characterization of PGPR for the inclusion
of systemic resistance in plants against Phytopathogen” from
Guijarat University under the guidance of Prof. (Dr.). Meenu Saraf.
Heartily Congratulations to her for this achievement.

a
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Priti Sen8uPta: Award Ceremon?Y
(18th November,2017)

Award Ceremony to honour Priti Sengupta by
Gujarat Sahitya Academy, Gardi Research Institute
for Diaspora Studies — GRIDS and Diaspora and
Migration Research Centre, Gujarat University.

Padma Shri Vishnu Pandya , Chairman,
Gujarat Sahitya Academy had awarded her by
Diaspora award. Hon. Vice Chancellor Prof
Himanshu Pandya has awarded her by Diaspora
Writing Award.

She is a Gujarati poet and writer. She has
received Kumar Suvarna Chandrak literary award
in 2006. She has written several travelogues. Today,
her new book named “Akal Harsh” was released in
presence of Dignitaries and Students.

Speaker Session by
Shri Dr. Harkesh Mittal on Entrepreneurship and Startups as part of
Anveshna Lecture Series

(16th November, 2017)

Gujarat University had organised a keynote address by Shri Dr Harkesh Mittal, the head of National
Science & Technology Entrepreneurship Development Board (NSTEDB), in presence of Hon’ble Vice-
Chancellor, as part of the Anveshna Lecture Series, on November 16, 2017 at 11:00 am at Senate Hall,
Gujarat University

Principals, GUSEC Institute Faculty Coordinators, heads of University departments and faculty
attended the lecture.

During the session, information regarding support provided to entrepreneurial and innovative students
by Gujarat University Startup and Entrepreneurship Council (GUSEC) will also be provided to audience in
attendance.

a
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Proceedings of One Day National Seminar on Application of Geospatial
Technology for Sustainable Development Organized by Department of
Geography, Geology and Geoinofrmatics of Gujarat University

(22"d November, 2017)

The Geospatial Technology play an important
role in decision making in various fields. This
technology mainaly includes Remote Sensing,
Geographical Information System (GIS) and
Satellite Positioning and Navigation Systems.
Currently this technology acts as powerful tool for
planning, monitoring and evaluation of
developmental activities and generation scientific
inputs for understanding Eearth's surface
processes. This technology, along with other
enabling technologies of recent times particularly
IT and mobile technology, have witnessed a
phenomental growth in research and development
in India.

The latest sensor technology for spatial data
capturing. methods and processes for information
extraction and diffusion, and continuous
improvement in surveying and mapping applications
help in decision making for good governance. The
recent movement on digital India has opened up
the vast opportunities for Geoinformatics Jobs
seekers.

In line with the above background. Department
of Geography, Geology and Geoinformatics of
Gujarat University in collaboration with Indian

Society of Geomatics (ISG), Ahmedabad
Chapterorganized one day national seminar on
“Applications of Geospatial technology for
Sustainable Development' on 22 September, 2017
at Gujarat University. More than 150 participants
from various universities and colleges gathered for
the seminar. The seminar provided an excellent
platform and opportunity to the students,
researchers, practitioner and entrepreneurs to
update their knowledge on Geospatial Technology,
research ideas adn Applications of such technology
in achieving sustainable developments goals.

The honorable Vice Chancellor, Prof Himanshu
Pandya who presided over the inaugural session,
motivated students to focus and work hard in their
fields. He informed the students about the
university's proactive activities to facilitate research
and develpment in the field of science. He also
spoke about the importance of geospatial
technology in exploring new minerals and mining
fields. He assured the students to provide the best
infrastructural support to carry out research for
their education studies. Three specialized lectures
were delivered by premier ISRO scientists in the
following technical sessions.
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The first speaker was Prof. Ajai, who is an
emeritus scientist at SAC, ISRO, Ahmedabad.
Prof Ajai gavehis talk on "Remote Sensing:

Basics & Applications for Sustainable
Development'. This lecture provided a fundamental
idea on the various aspects of Remote Sensing
technology and how this can be used for the
development of common mass. Prof Ajai explained
the various aspects of remote sensing
incorporating definition. components and types of
remote sensing, spectral signatures. resolutions,
various platforms and sensors for collecting
remote sensing informations.

The Next lecture was on "Global Positioning
System' delivered by Scientist Mr. Gaikwad. The
talk gave an idea about how we can use satellite
integrated information for our survival in our daily
use. He illuminated the use of convergence of
multipla technologies such as GPS, Internet,

Wireless communication, mobile devices and
GIS. He threw light on the information related to the
lates GPS techniques such as WASS (Wide Area
Augmented System and GAGAN (GPS Augmented
Geo Navigation System). The session remained
interactive as students were curious to know more
about live demonstration of these techniques.

The third was on 'Basics of Geographic
Information system (GIS) and Web-GIS' delivered
by Scientist Ms. Shweta Mishra. She covered the
wide range of topic beginningfrom the history and
definition of Gls to scale, projection and datum to
WEB-GIS. Her talk imparted and idea of how
applicationa and tools allow users to create
interactive queries. analyze spatial information.
edit date in maps and present the results of all
these operations using Web GIS.

g
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Gujarat University Establishment Day

(23"d November, 2017)

Gujarat University Celebrated 69th Establishment Day on 23rd November, 2017. This day the University
has completed 68 years of glorious existence and it has made immense contribution to our vibrant state of
Gujarat. The Students of Upasana School of Performing Arts, presented outstanding performance in different
dance forms and Music.

The day ended with a get-together followed by sumptuous dinner of all faculty, staff, associates and
well-wishers of Gujarat University.
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Lecturer from the Japanese Scholar Prof. Tomio Mizokami on “Japan-India
Relation:History and Perspective” held

at Gujarat University , Senate Hall

School of Law

@ Professor (Dr) Kaushik C.Raval, Director,
School of Law, delivered a lecture on the topic of
‘Jail Reform in India’ as a resource person at UGC
sponsored Two days National level Conference
on “Law & Social transformation in India ” organized
by Department of Law, Saurashtra University
,Rajkot on September 21-22,2017.

@ Professor (Dr) Kaushik C. Raval, Director,
School of Law, talked on ‘Safety of Women and
Child at Public Place’ at Panel discussion at one
day work shop on “Safety of Women and Child ”
organized by Gujarat University in collaboration
with Indian Police Foundation & Ahmedabad Police
, at Senate Hall, Gujarat University on 26th
September,2017

@ Professor (Dr) Kaushik C. Raval, Director,
School of Law, Presented a Paper on “POSCO :
One More Positive Step to Protect Child Rights in
India” at RC-23 and also chaired a sessions at
XL All India Sociological Conference on “Neo-
Liberalism, Consumption and Culture” organized

by Department of Sociology, University of Lucknow,
Lucknow, Utter Pradesh, during 09-12 November.

@ Professor (Dr) Kaushik C. Raval, Director,
School of Law, Presented a Paper on “Crime
against Women: A Statistical Analysis Exhibits
Societal Mind Set.” at RC-18 at XLIII All India
Sociological Conference on “Neo-Liberalism,
Consumption and Culture” organized by
Department of Sociology, University of Lucknow,
Lucknow , Utter Pradesh, during 09-12 November.

@ Professor (Dr) Kaushik C. Raval, Director,
School of Law invited as a resource person and
Chaired a session at National seminar on
“Constitutional Challenges in the Era of
Globalization “ organized by Parul Institute of Law,
Parul University, at Limda, Ta. Vaghodia, Dist.
Vadodara 25th November, 2017.

@ Professor (Dr) Kaushik C. Raval, Director,
School of Law, delivered a lecture on “Fundamental
Duty and development of Nation” at Central
University of Gujarat, Gandhinagar, On the
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occasion of ‘Constitution Day’ and on 26th
November,2017

* Professor (Dr) Kaushik C. Raval, Director,

School of Law, nominated as an expert by
University Grant Commission, Nepal in Peer
Review Team (same as NAAC in India) for
accreditation of Mahakavi Devkota Multiple
Campus, Sunwal, Navalparashi, Nepal and
visited the campus during 8 -12 October,2017.
Professor Raval, also visited ICRC health centre
where Government of India donated an
ambulance.

Constitution Day Celebration

26" November, 2017

1. Proffessor (Dr) Kaushik C. Raval, Director,
School of Law, delivered a Key-note address at
International symposium on ‘Human Rights
regime. Dialogic and Debated' Jointly organized
by Centre of Excelence, School of Law, Gujarat
University and Faculty of Gandhian Studies,
Gujarat Vidyapith at Ahinsha shodh Bhavan,
Gandhi Vidyapith, Ahmedabad on Decembere
12,2017.

2. Professor (Dr) Kaushik C. Raval, Director,
School of Law invited as a resources person and
delivered a lecture on “Juvenile Justice Act
POCSOA' at State Level Seminar on “Friends of
Women and Children organized by CID Crime
and Railways, State of Gujarat, Gandhinagar on

December22,2017.

3. Centre of Excellence, School of Law,
Gujarat University and Faculty of Gandhian
Studies, Gujarat Vdyapith, Ahmedabad, Jointly
organized International symposium on "Human
Right regime : Dialogic and Debated' at Ahinsha
shodh Bhavan, Gandhi Vidyapith, Ahmedabad
December 12,2017
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