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World Literature Series: A Comical Tribute to Oda al tomate by Pablo Neruda

As part of the World Literature Series organized by the Department of Foreign Languages, Gujarat
University, a unique and entertaining literary event was organized to celebrate Oda al tomate by
Pablo Neruda. The poem, known for elevating the humble tomato into a symbol of everyday beauty
and shared human experience, was reimagined in a creative and comical format that delighted
participants and audience alike.

In an imaginative twist, students staged a mock “funeral” ceremony dedicated to the tomato. The
setup featured a framed photograph of a tomato, adorned with a garland of flowers, symbolizing
both reverence and playful irony. This unconventional approach allowed students to explore the
poetic essence of the work while adding layers of humor and performance.

The ceremony included dramatic readings of Oda al tomate, alongside humorous eulogies that
praised the tomato’s “sacrifices” in culinary traditions across cultures. Students also reflected on
Neruda’s poetic style and his ability to celebrate ordinary objects, transforming them into subjects of
profound artistic expression.

The event seamlessly blended literary appreciation with theatrical performance, encouraging
students to engage with poetry in an interactive and memorable way. It fostered creativity,
collaboration, and critical thinking, while also promoting cross-cultural understanding through
literature.

Overall, the comical tribute proved to be a resounding success, capturing the spirit of Neruda’s work
while creating an atmosphere of laughter, learning, and imaginative expression beyond the
traditional classroom setting.



