Heritage Walk and Cultural Immersion
Date: 24/01/2026

The students from the University of Delaware, along with their counterparts from the School
of International Studies & Diaspora (SISD), Gujarat University, participated in a thoughtfully
curated Heritage and Cultural Immersion programme in Ahmedabad. The programme offered
the visiting delegates a deeper engagement with the city’s layered history and vibrant cultural
traditions, creating a meaningful blend of experiential learning and intercultural exchange.

The day commenced with the renowned Ahmedabad Heritage Walk, which led the students
through the historic old city. As they walked through its narrow lanes, they encountered
intricately designed havelis, centuries-old temples, and the unique pol housing system that
reflects a harmonious blend of community living and architectural ingenuity. The walk
provided valuable insights into Ahmedabad’s urban planning, social organization, and the
spirit of coexistence that has shaped its identity over time.

Following the walk, breakfast was arranged at Chandravilas Restaurant, a historic eatery
known for its traditional ambience and authentic Gujarati cuisine. This experience allowed
the students to connect with the culinary heritage of the region in a setting that echoes the
city’s past.

The group also visited Ratan Pol, one of the bustling traditional markets in the old city. Here,
the students observed everyday life, local craftsmanship, and time-honoured community
practices that continue to thrive in these historic neighbourhoods. The visit served as an
interactive learning experience, enabling participants to appreciate the richness of intangible
cultural heritage, including local traditions, artisanal skills, and modes of social interaction.

Overall, the Heritage Walk and Cultural Immersion programme provided a holistic
understanding of Ahmedabad’s cultural landscape. It not only deepened the students’
appreciation of history and tradition but also fostered meaningful dialogue and shared
learning between participants from diverse cultural backgrounds.
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